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HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 206:1  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
 
YOU’VE BEEN RESCUED 
 
Last week in our Last Judgment service, we talked about how people on board the Titanic 
could not believe the warnings that the ship was sinking.  People did not believe that the 
Titanic would sink, just as people today do not believe that God’s righteous judgment 
awaits them when they die.  But we know what happened to the Titanic.  When the Titanic 
went down, only 706 of its 2,223 passengers and crew were saved.  Terrible safety 
procedures and an inadequate number of lifeboats doomed the rest.  The ship’s builders 
were so confident of its invincibility that total lifeboat capacity was only 1,178! 
 
Ready for some good news?  The rescue planned by the Father, carried out by the Son, 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit has capacity for every last human being on the planet—
past, present, and future.  The blood of Jesus is powerful enough, and the new heaven and 
earth has room enough, for every man, woman, and child of all time. 
 
The prophets of the Scriptures bring this good news in powerful and poetic language.  
Christ’s rescue is universal, free, and objective, that is, it is based not on human 
performance but God’s decision to have mercy.  Sound good?  Then listen up. 
 
YOU’VE BEEN RESCUED—GOD CARES FOR US 
 
“Does he love me?”  “Does she love me?”  The human heart longs for emotional security.  
We strain to look for signs in the words and actions of others to see what they really think of 
us.   
 
To my amazement, my mother kept all of my letters to her and my dad that I wrote 
throughout college, the Seminary, three years of tutoring, my first church, and our work in 
Brazil.  Even though we were separated by many miles during those times, I guess my 
words made us seem a little closer whenever she read them.  Here are words from one of 
God’s letters to his believers in the 8th century B.C.:  “Though the mountains be shaken 
and the hills removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my 
covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you (Isaiah 
54:10). 
 
Do you see where Isaiah is pointing you?  Not at your own flawed spiritual report card.  Not 
at your cuteness or perfect performance of religious rituals or earnest promises.  When you 
want to know if there is hope for you, be quiet and listen.  Listen to God’s love letter.  
Believe him when he tells you that his love for you is his decision.  He has decided to be 
kind to you because he is kind.  He has decided to love you, because he is love.  He has 
decided to save you, because he is our Savior-God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 206:2  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
 
YOU’VE BEEN RESCUED—GOD REMEMBERS OUR SINS NO MORE 
 



Saints Triumphant-A November 16 & 17, 2014 

 

2 
 

You know all about the grudging way we mortals “forgive” each other.  “Well, I’ll forgive but 
I can’t forget.”  Since we can’t forget, ugly memories keep coming back and drain off our 
willingness to forgive. 
 
Ready for yet another Gospel surprise?  Here is an amazing prophecy and promise from 
Jeremiah, a humble minister of God who had to watch the Babylonian Captivity take place 
before his own eyes.  Here is God speaking to sinful Israel (and speaking also to you):  “I 
will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more” (Jeremiah 
31:34).   
 
Here’s another puzzle for you.  Is God absent-minded?  Does he have heavenly 
Alzheimer’s Disease?  If God is omniscient, how could he lose track of data like this?  The 
answer is that God chooses not to remember our failures.  That is a feat we are not 
capable of.  God can indeed forgive and forget. 
 
Do you know what that means?  You can live each moment of each day without dreading 
that the hammer will fall. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 206:3  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
 
YOU’VE BEEN RESCUED— GOD WILL SEE TO IT THAT WE WILL SURVIVE 
 
Are you a fan of reality TV?  My goodness—“Survivor”—type shows certainly have been 
the hottest item on the tube in recent years.  The more extreme the experience that the 
poor victims have to undergo, the better the audiences like it—eating worms, cuddling with 
snakes, jungle treks, desert hunger, wild animals, and on and on. 
 
The ultimate survivor experience is yet to come, and everyone living at that time will have 
to go through it.  I speak, of course, of the Day of Judgment.  The prophets tell us of the 
terror that people will feel when they see our universe coming apart.  Even mega-
catastrophe movies seen in theaters with threshold-of-pain audio cannot adequately 
prepare people for the disintegration of everything that once seemed solid and dependable. 
 
But the prophets tell us also to relax and trust that our Savior, who loves us so much that 
he became one of us, lived a perfect life for us, died a horrible death in our place, and rose 
from the dead to assure us that our sins are forgiven, will bring us through that awe-full day.  
“The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved” (Joel 2:31-32).  You have Jesus.  That makes you the ultimate survivor.  
You are safe.  Amen. 
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